.
Fair . ;
Jueil diyog puleld §J9.L.1.IJ|J.5J.DJ|
Navenda Sariyayi ya Ragihandiné G Azadiya Derbiriné
Syrian Center for Media and Freedom of Expression

Jurgen Stock, Secretary-General
ICPO INTERPOL

200 quai Charles de Gaulle
69006 Lyon

France

16 November 2021

Dear Secretary-General,

We are writing to raise concerns about INTERPOL’s recent decision to lift corrective measures against Syria,
and to reinstate its National Central Bureau’s access to the INTERPOL Information System. We believe that
thousands of refugees could be placed in danger by allowing Syria to disseminate notices and diffusions,
and INTERPOL should clarify how it intends to prevent the abuse of its tools.

As you are no doubt already aware, it is estimated that there are over 6.6 million Syrian refugees who have
left their country since the outbreak of the civil war in 2011, with many now living as refugees or asylum
seekers overseas.! The Syrian authorities are known to have labelled exiled political dissidents, journalists,
and health and humanitarian workers, as ‘terrorists’ and wanted criminals. Thousands have already been
tried and sentenced in absentia, and we are concerned that they could now be subject to Red Notices
requests or diffusions from Syria.

Syrians in exile are especially vulnerable to Red notices and diffusions, which not only place them at risk
of arrest and extradition, but can also be used as a basis for determining eligibility for international
protection. Recognised refugees from Syria have also expressed concerns that Red notices and diffusions
could prevent them from renewing their immigration status, and encourage or even justify countries’
forcibly returning them to Syria.

We appreciate that INTERPOL has already given assurances by highlighting the existence of internal
mechanisms to ensure that all Red notice requests are checked for compliance with articles 2 and 3 of its
Constitution. We understand also that the same systems are used to prevent Red notices and diffusions
from being issued against recognised refugees, in accordance with INTERPOL’s 2014 policy on refugees.
However, there is very little evidence to show that these mechanisms are effective, and that they are
capable of protecting refugees from abusive Red notices and diffusions. There is no information, for
example, on the numbers of Red notice requests that INTERPOL deems incompatible with its rules, nor is
there any transparency on the processes that INTERPOL uses to identify refugees and asylum-seekers.

The humanitarian crisis in Syria has resulted in one of the largest influxes of refugees in recent history. It
is crucial for INTERPOL to show that its systems are resilient to withstand attempts to undermine their
safety. We would urge you not only to ensure that Red Notice requests from Syria are subject to special
scrutiny, but also to provide further clarifications about its processes to reassure refugees that they are
effective, and that there are procedures in place to identify refugees.

Bruno Min Mazen Darwish
Legal & Policy Director (UK & International) General Director
Fair Trials Syrian Center for Media & Freedom of Expression

LUNHCR, Syria Refugee Crisis Explained, 5 February 2021. Available from: https://www.unrefugees.org/news/syria-refugee-crisis-explained/
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Co-signed by:

Adel Center For Human rights

Adopt a Revolution e.V.

Al-Kawakibi Center for Transitional Justice and Human Rights
Caesar Families Association

Families for Freedom

Horan Free League

Impunity Watch

Jana Watan

Local Development and Small-Projects Support (LDSPS)
Operations and Policy Centre

Pro-Justice

Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research

Syrian Feminist Lobby

Syrian Lawyers Aggregation

Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR)

Syrian Women Committee

The Day After

The Syria Campaign

The Syrian Women's Political Movement
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